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THE LATE C. DAN JOYNER is the first recipient of 
the Richard W. Riley Medal for Promise and Achieve-
ment, presented at the spring Commencement. 
The award was established in April by the board 
of trustees to honor Riley, the 1954 Furman graduate 
who served as governor of South Carolina and U.S. 
Secretary of Education. Riley completed his term as 
chair of the board June 30.
Joyner (left), who died in January, was a 1959 
graduate, a leading Greenville businessman, a Furman 
trustee and an ardent supporter of the university and 
especially the athletics program. His wife, Katherine 
Poole Joyner ’60, and children accepted the award.
In making the presentation, President Rod Smolla 
said, “The board voted unanimously to honor Dan 
Joyner in recognition of his many contributions to the 
Greenville community and to his alma mater, both of 
which he loved so much and supported so faithfully. 
His devotion and commitment to his family, to his 
hometown and to Furman were unsurpassed.”
Riley, for whom the computer science and 
mathematics building and the Riley Institute at Furman 
are named, has had a long and distinguished career 
in public service. He was Secretary of Education in 
the Clinton administration and governor of South
Carolina from 1979–87. In 1986 he was cited as one 
of the three most effective governors in the nation 
by Newsweek magazine, and in 2008 he was named 
one of the top 10 Cabinet members of the 20th 
century by Time. Today he is a senior partner in 
the law firm of Nelson Mullins Riley & Scarborough 
and its affiliate, EducationCounsel.
DURINg HIS 41 YEARS with Delta 
Air Lines, David Garrett rose through 
the ranks to become chief executive 
officer and chairman of the board. 
When he died June 2 at his home near 
Atlanta at the age  of 89, relatives and 
colleagues remembered him as much 
for his generosity and friendly nature 
as for the contributions he made to 
the company’s growth into one of the 
nation’s leading airlines.
Jackie B. Pate, formerly in corporate communications with Delta, 
told the Atlanta Journal-Constitution of a time early in her career 
when Garrett spotted her at a local restaurant. “He saw me, and 
more than that, he knew my name,” she said. “I think that impressed 
me more than anything, because I hadn’t been with the company 
long . . . But he thought enough to come and say hello to my 
husband and me.”
Such was Garrett’s way, said his son, David III, who told the 
newspaper that his father cultivated a family atmosphere among 
employees: “He always took the interest of the people of the 
company to heart.” 
A native of Pickens, S.C., Garrett joined Delta as a reservation 
agent in 1946 after serving in the Army Air Corps in World War II. 
He held a number of leadership positions before being named presi-
dent in 1971. He added the title of CEO in 1978 and held both posts 
until 1983, when he became chairman of the board and CEO. After 
retiring in 1987 he remained on the board of directors until 1994. 
In 2009 Delta dedicated a Boeing 777-200LR aircraft in his name.
He was a member of the Aviation Hall of Fame and was the 
International Airline Industry’s Man of the year in 1981.
A strong Furman supporter, Garrett served two terms on the 
board of trustees and was a member of the Advisory Council and the 
Heritage Society. Furman presented him an honorary Doctor of Laws 
degree in 1982, and he also received the Distinguished Alumni and 
Bell Tower awards. The David C. Garrett, Jr., Presidential Scholarship 
is awarded annually, and in 1989 Delta established the David C. 
Garrett, Jr., Chair in Economics, currently held by Jeff yankow. 
A road to the university’s amphitheater is named in Garrett’s honor.
 Bob Coggin, a former executive at Delta, told the Journal-
Constitution, “When I heard about his passing, I just had to take 
a moment, because it wasn’t like I was hearing about a guy I worked 
for 20 years ago, but it was like hearing your grandfather died.”
Florence Josephine Rice McGee ’52, 
June 3, Spartanburg, S.C. She did graduate 
work at Southern Baptist Theological Semi-
nary, was a church organist and soloist, and 
was editor of 12 cookbooks.
Arolyn Jean Dow Antognoni ’53, 
June 5, Jefferson, Maine. She taught home 
economics for two years in Greenville before 
returning to her hometown of Augusta, 
Maine, and taking a position as a home 
service advisor. A singer, she performed 
with church choirs, the CMP Lamplighters 
Chorus and the Bank of Maine Bicentennial 
Singers. She was a member of the Jefferson 
and Whitefield Historical societies, a board 
member of the Clary Lake Cemetery Asso-
ciation, a sewing instructor for Augusta 
Adult Education, and a loon count volunteer 
for the Maine Audubon Society.  
Henry Lawrence Sanderson, Jr. ’53, 
May 21, Wilmington, N.C. H.L. was 
a farmer and businessman in Duplin 
County, N.C. He was active in the North 
Carolina Baptist Association and was 
named Duplin County Red Cross Volunteer 
of the year in 2000.  
Walter Leslie Brown ’54, May 22, 
Miami, Fla. Les was a retired major in the 
U.S. Army and headed the Dade County 
Department of Building and Zoning.
William Hardeman George, Jr. ’54, 
March 24, Richmond, Va. A U.S. Army 
veteran, he worked for Hardwick Stove 
Company as a district sales manager.
Clinton A. Richardson ’54, April 29, 
Seneca, S.C. He earned a Doctor of 
Theology degree from Texas Theological 
Seminary. He was pastor of churches in 
the Carolinas and Kentucky, served in a 
prison ministry and did evangelistic work.
Jacqueline Horne Short ’54, May 
13, Greenville. She was active in First 
Presbyterian Church and a life member 
of Presbyterian Women of the Church.
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Mary Lou Joyce Cooper ’51, October 
7, Pittsboro, N.C. She taught in the public 
schools of North Carolina.
William Harold Hill ’51, April 5, 
Hendersonville, Tenn. After graduating 
from the Medical University of South 
Carolina in 1958, he served his residency 
at Vanderbilt University Medical Center. 
He went on to establish Hill Radiology, 
where he practiced until his retirement. 
Martha Marie Teague Lewis ’51, 
October 19, Greenville. In 1958 she and her 
husband were appointed by the Southern 
Baptist Home Mission Board as church 
planters in Ohio. In 1965 they were called 
by the International Mission Board as mis-
sionaries to Trinidad, and they remained in 
international mission work for 29 years.
William B. Phillips ’51 (M.Ed. ’60), April 
11, Greenville. An All-Southern Conference 
baseball player at Furman, he went on to 
serve in the U.S. Army. He managed and 
played on the baseball team at South Caro-
lina’s Fort Jackson before signing with the 
Philadelphia Athletics. After an injury ended 
his professional career, he coached baseball, 
basketball and football at Greenville High, 
then moved to Wade Hampton High in 
1969 as athletic director, football coach and 
baseball coach. He started Fellowship of 
Christian Athletes chapters at both schools 
and was a member of the FCA board at his 
death. He coached in the Shrine Bowl and 
the North-South all-star game, was named 
the South Carolina Coaches and Athletic 
Directors State Coach of the year for 1980-
81, and was elected to the Greater Green-
ville Baseball Hall of Fame in 1991. The city 
also honored him for his success as coach of 
American Legion teams. In 1994 he received 
the state’s highest civilian honor, the Order 
of the Palmetto. A baseball scholarship in 
his name has been established at Furman.
Dallas Whatley Griffin, Sr. ’52, April 
12, Greenville. He owned and operated 
J.M. Griffin and Son Fuel Oil and Hardware. 
A U.S. Air Force veteran, he was a certified 
master gardener, a member of the Green-
ville Genealogy Society, and a former board 
member of Bankers Trust.
Edwin Bazil Commins, Jr. ’48, June 
2, Charleston, S.C. He was a World War II 
veteran, serving in the U.S. Army Air Force 
in Iceland for four years. Afterward he 
coached and taught at Walterboro (S.C.) 
High School for five years and for eight 
years at St. Paul’s High School on yonges 
Island. In 1963 he became athletic director 
and head basketball and football coach 
at St. Andrews High in Charleston. He 
left teaching briefly to work in sales, but 
returned to work in the Charleston schools 
until his retirement.
Eleanor Ashley DeVore ’48, October 
27, Honea Path, S.C. She taught in Green-
ville and Charleston counties and in Ander-
son District 2, from which she retired. 
Aurelia Avery Edwards ’48, April 13, 
Augusta, Ga. She was an accountant with 
Fuller, Frost and Associates. 
William Bates Hair, Jr. ’49, May 6, 
Gastonia, N.C. He served in the Naval 
Air Corps for three years during World War 
II. He was employed by Groves Thread Com-
pany as head of the fiber department
and as a director of the company. He 
was also associated with Avon Bonded 
Warehouse, the Ambassador Company, 
Heavener Ozier Company and Quinn 
Cotton Company. He was a member 
of the American Philatelic Society and 
the American Legion. 
Lois Odom Looper ’49, April 30, 
Hiawassee, Ga. She was a teacher.
Jeanne Young Martin ’49, July 4, 
2011, Asheville, N.C. 
Ivy Glenn McWhorter ’49, April 4, 
Columbia, S.C. He served in the Navy, 
Marines and Army, retiring from the Marines 
and the Army as a major. He was a member 
of the Fellow Life Management Institute. 
After retiring from the South Carolina 
Furman ALUMNI NEWS
Insurance Department, he worked as an 
insurance examiner for the states of Georgia 
and Delaware. He was a Mason and a Shri-
ner and a Harley Davidson enthusiast.
Betty Warren Morgan ’49, March 27, 
Raleigh, N.C. She was a social worker for 
the county and state.
Max McGee Rice ’49, May 6, Colorado 
Springs, Colo. After serving in the Air Force 
he became vice president of Rice Mills, 
a family business. He resigned in 1960 
to devote himself to Christian ministry. 
In 1965 he and his wife founded Look-Up 
Lodge Christian Retreat Center, where he 
was executive director and principal Bible 
teacher for 30 years. He was president of 
Christian Camping International/USA, 
vice president of the South Carolina Baptist 
Convention, president of the South Carolina 
Baptist Brotherhood, and chair of the
trustees of Anderson College. He wrote 
four books on Christian living.
Betty Jane Glenn Rowland ’49, 
April 11, Spartanburg, S.C. She was 
a co-owner of Rowland Radiator Service 
and was a teacher in Spartanburg District 7. 
She and her husband, Vernon, were 
benefactors to many churches through 
the Pew Bible Ministry, which they 
established. 
Malcolm Evans Ward, Jr. ’49, October 
21, Blythewood, S.C. He served in the 
U.S. Navy before enrolling at Furman, 
then enjoyed a 39-year career with General 
Motors Acceptance Corporation. He was 
a member of the Jaycees and Kiwanis clubs.  
Jimmie Morris Abernathy ’50, January 
18, Franklin, Tenn. She was a teacher.
Ira I. Bledsoe, Jr. ’50, October 17, 
Richmond, Va. He earned a master’s degree 
from Southwestern Baptist Theological 
Seminary, studied at Southern Baptist 
Theological Seminary, and served as 
minister of education at several churches.
Sarah Burch Gregg ’50, April 23, Mount 
Pleasant, S.C. She taught in North Carolina 
before moving to Wilmington, Del., where 
she earned a master’s degree and taught 
kindergarten for 25 years.
Mahala Cochran Mohorn ’50, April 17, 
Rocky Mount, N.C. She was a teacher for 
more than 30 years with the Nash-Rocky 
Mount City Schools.
James Adam O’Neal, Jr. ’50, 
October 25, Ocala, Fla. He was a U.S. 
Army Air Corps veteran of World War II 
and a retired realtor.
Bobby Lewis Watson ’50, October 15, 
Greenville. He was the personnel director 
for several companies before starting a tem-
porary employment agency, Girl Friday, Inc. 
He was former president of the Greenville 
Area Personnel Association and was active 
in the South Carolina Genealogical Society. 
He was involved with the South Carolina 
Coastal Conservation League, the Greenville 
County Historical Preservation Commission,
the Carolina Backcountry Studies Group, 
the Sierra Club, and Upstate Forever. 
He was also a tenor soloist in the Upstate 
for more than 30 years.
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